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S I R, 

YOUR  kind  affiftance  in  the 
commencement  of  my  pro- 
feftional  ftudies  I have  ever  efteem- 
ed  of  the  greateft  importance  in  my 
fubfequent  purfuits.  With  a juft 
fenfe  of  your  partiality  to  me  at 
that  time,  as  well  as  of  my  repeated 
obligations  to  you  fince,  and  in  tef- 
timony  of  the  high  opinion  I en- 
tertain of  your  character  and  abili- 
ties, 


j 


dedication. 

ties,  I take  the  liberty  to  prefen t 
to  you  a plain  narrative  of  a few 
felefl:  cafes  in  furgery,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  which  I have  deviated 
from  the  ufual  practice. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  great 
regard, 


SIR, 


Your  moft  obliged  and 

obedient  humble  fervant. 


Pall-Mall, 
April  30,  17S8. 


T.  KEATE. 
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IN  the  medical  art  much  light  and  in- 
formation have  been  derived  from  well 
authenticated  cafes  drawn  up  with  care* 
and  fidelity.  Theoretick  dodtrines,  or  ge*- 
neral  proportions,  claim  a certain  degree 
of  notice,  fo  far  as  they  are  fupported  by 
the  particular  examples,  from  which  the 
inferences  are  drawn.  But  it  is  chiefly 
from  accurate  defcriptions  of  difeafes,  and 
from  pertinent  obfervations  on  their  pro- 
grefs  and  termination,  that  future  practi- 
tioners are  directed  in  their  judgments, 
and  are  encouraged  to  expedt,  that  in  dis- 
orders of  the  fame  complexion,  a flmilar 
mode  of  treatment  fhall  generally  be  at- 
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tended  with  fimilar  fuccefs.  Some  late 
collections  of  cafes  fufficiently  prove  the 
utility  of  fuch  descriptions;  and  it  is  much 
-to  be  regretted,  that  in  our  hofpitals  fo 
Well  calculated  for  the  purpofe,  there 
fhould,  be  no  fettled  regulation  for  col- 
lecting and  recording  the  hiftories  of  fuch 
cafes,  <as  from  their  importance,  fingula- 
. rity,-  or  improved  manner  of  treatment, 
appear  deferving  -of  particular  attention.  . 

My  principal  inducement  for  fubmitting 
to  the  public,  the  following  cafes  of  the 

„ * J.  . 4 

Hydrocele  of  the  Vaginal  coat  of  the 
Tfefticle,  is  the  general  fuccefs  that  has 
■ .'Attended  a peculiar  method  of  treating 
that  complaint,  by  which  a perfect  cure 
has  in  molt  inftances  been  accomplifhed, 
without  the  necefiity  of  an  operation.  But 
thiS'  fuccefs,  in  the  few  inftances  which 
I- have  produced,  is  not  offered  as  a proof 
of  the-  infallible  effects  of  this  mode  of 

treatment. 


treatment;  From  a tinall  number  of 
cafes  inferences  may  be  inconclufive  ; and 
innovation  of  every  kind  fhould  be  re- 
ceived with  caution.  That  the  cafes  here 
introduced  may  be  a means  of  exciting 
others  to  limilar  experiments,  will  per-, 
haps  be  their  bed:  apology.  - ? 

It  would  be  altogether  foreign  to  my 
prefent  defign  to  exhibit  a treatife  on  this 
diforder,  or  to  expatiate  upon  its  general 
hiftory.  The  ftrudfrire  of  the'  parts*  and 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  having  of  late  years 
employed  the  pens  of  many  eminent  men 
of  the  profeffion,  are  now  generally  known. 
I cannot  therefore  have  the  prefumption 
to  fuppofe,  that  it  is  in  my  power  to 
fugged  any  new  ideas  upon  the  fubjedt,  or 
to  throw  additional  light  upon  the  nature 
of  a diforder  fo  well  underftood.  ' 

Equally  foreign  to  my  purpofe  would 
It  be  to  examine  and  defcribe  all  the  vari~ 
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ous  operations  and  remedies,  which  have 
at  different  times,  by  ancients  as  well  as 
moderns,  been  recommended  and  em- 
ployed, in  the  cure  of  this  diforder.  De-' 
clining  therefore  to  enter  into  the  com- 
parative methods  of  each,  it  is  fufficient 
to  obferve  that  all  agree  in  this  particular, 
that  a perfect  cure  is  not  to  be  effected 
without  an  operation,  or  an  opening  by 
fome  means  into  the  tunica  vaginalis 
teffis. 

. 'Far  be  it  from  the  author’s  intention 
to  depreciate  the  labours  of  others,  or 
in  any  degree  to  derogate  from  what  is 
due  to  the  prefent  improved  ffate  of  fur- 
gery  ; it  will  not  however  be  thought 
unreafonable  to  conclude,  from  the  great 
variety  of  remedies  daily  recommended  by 
different  furgeons,  that,  in  the  treatment 
of  this  diforder,  we  are  not  yet  arrived  at 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  perfection. 


■)  • 


The 
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The  inefficacy,  the  frequent  hazard, 
and  fometimes  the  fatal  termination  of  the 
difeafe,  according  to  the  prefent  pra&ice, 
encouraged  the  author  to  turn  his  thoughts 
to  different  experiments.  The  point  to 
be  aimed  at  is  the  evacuation  of  the  fluid, 
to  be  fucceeded  by  a perfect  cohefion  be- 
tween the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  tunica 
albuginea. 

When  an  opening  is  made  into  the  cyft 
by  an  inftrument,  or  any  other  means,' 

with  a view  to  a radical  cure,  more  or  lefs 

* * 

of  inflammation  and  fuppuration  is  ex- 
cited, and  an  union  of  the  fides.  of  the 
cyfl  is  fometimes  happily  effected  without 
much  pain  or  fever  ; but  it  is  well  known 
to  furgeons,  that  the  digeftion  of  mem- 
branous parts  is  frequently  attended  with 
great  fwelling,  tenfion,  pain,  and  fever, 
which  are  now  and  then  followed  by  ex- 
ten  five  houghs  and  gangrene. 

e3 
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It  Was  imagined  that  the  admiffion  of 
air  might  in  fome  meafure  contribute  to 
aggrayate  thefe  fymptoms  ; confequently, 
it  the  abforption  of  the  fluid,  and  fub- 
fequent  adheflon  of  the  coats  of  the  tef- 
ticie  to  each  other,  could  be  completed  by 
external  means,  without  admitting  air  into 
the  cavity,  that  in  fuch  cafe  thefe  alarm- 
ing lymptoms  might  probably  not  enfue. 

I had  frequently  experienced  the  pow- 
erfully difcutient  properties  of  Sal  Ammo- 
niac, tiled  topically : when  diflblved  in 
wafer,  with  the  addition  of  fpirit  of  wine 
and  vinegar,  I found  its  repellent  qualities 
Hill  more  adtive ; and  from  the  very  fuc- 
cefsful  ufe  of  this  compound  of  vinegar 
and  Sal  Ammoniac  in  difpernng  large  col- 
ledtions  of  fluid  within  facculi  mucofi, 
fome  kinds  of  encylted  tumors,  and  within 
large  cyfls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
capfular  ligament  of  the  knee,  I was  na- 
turally 
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turally  led  to  conclude,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  prefumed  inefficacy  of  difciw 
tient  applications  in  this  complaint,  I 
might  make  trial  of  it  in  the  Hydrocele* 
The  event  has  anfwered  every  expectation 
that  could  be  formed  of  it.  The  folution 

of  Sal  Ammoniac  was  applied  in  a parti- 

\ 

cular  cafe,  the  abforbent  veffiels  were-  re- 
stored to  their  proper  functions,  the  fluid 
was  taken  up,  and  returned  no  more. 

Four  other  cafes  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  terminated  as  fortunately,  followed 
in  fucceffion,  which,-  together  with  a very 
peculiar  cafe  of  Hernia  Veflca?  Urinaria?, 
(complicated  with  a Hydrocele)  to  be  de-> 
fcribed  hereafter,  being  the  whole  of  my 
experience  hitherto  of  this  remedy,  are 
here  ingenuoufly  fubmitted  to  the  candour 
of  my  Profeffion,  and  of  the  Public:  and 
if  the  trials  of  others  fhould  accord  with 
mine,  and  prove  it  efficacious  in  this  dif- 
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order,  my  utmoft  wifhes  will  be  fully  gra- 
tified ; fince  it  may  be  the  occafion  of  pre- 
venting an  operation,  which  is  always 
painful,  and  fometimes  dangerous,  through 

i 

the  medium  of  a perfectly  fafe  and  eafy 
application. 

I much  regret  that  I am  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  defcribing  without  name  or  date 
fome  cafes  which  fell  under  my  care,  in 
the  courfe  of  private  practice ; but  this 
attention  is  due  to  the  feelings  of  the  higher 
ranks,  wrho  have  a reludtancy  to  difcover 
to  the  world,  that  they  laboured  under 
fuch  complaints  as  are  the  fubjedt  of  thefe 
pepers.  However,  the  names  of  fome  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Profeffion  who  attended 
with  me,  or  were  witneffes  to  the  fadts, 
do  not  require  the  fame  degree  of  delicacy. 
Thefe,  therefore,  I flatter  myfelf,  will  bear 
teftimony  to  the  truth  of  thofe  hiflories 
in  which  their  names  are  mentioned. 

CASES 


0 

OF  THE 

HYDROCELE. 


*mmm aminiin— — ■ ■ 

Case  I. 

/)  Gentleman,  upwards  of  fixty  years 
^ ^ of  age,  having  perceived  a fwelling 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  fcrotum,  gra- 
dually to  increafe  for  nearly  fix  months, 
applied  to  a furgeon  in  this  town  for  his 
affiftance,  who,  on  finding  it  to  be  the 

Hydrocele  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis, 

* 

pundured  it,  and  difcharged  ten  ounces 
of  water.  The  cyft  filled  again,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  five  months,  it  was  once 
more  evacuated  in  the  fame  manner.  In 


two 
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two  months  from  the  lafh  operation  it 
became  full  again,  with  fome  pain  in  the 
ipermatic  procefs.  The  difeafe  was  then 
made  known  to  another  medical  gentle- 
man, who  apprehended  it  to  be  a fcir- 
rhous  tefticle,  and  was  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  necelfary  for  him  to  part  with 
it.  Upon  this,  in  great  agitation  of 
mind,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  a fur- 
geon  at  Hampftead,  who  immediately  faw 
that  it  was  the  common  Hydrocele  ,;  but, 
to  ftt'isfy  his  patient,  defi red  that  another 
furgeoj^mi^it  be . confuted,  orb  the*  occa- 
fion.  I accordingly  met  Mr.  Goodwin  by 
appointment  the  following  day.  An  evi- 
dent flu&uation  was  perceived  in  the  tu- 
mor, and  it  appeared  to  contain  about 
eight  ounces  of  water.  The  patient  dill 
complained  of  pain  in  the  fpermatic  pro- 
cefs i but  it  was  neither  enlarged,  nor  in- 
durated : he  could  however  be  fcarcely 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded  but  that  his  former  furgeon  had 
injured  the  tefticle  in  making  the  punc- 
ture. We  immediately  agreed  that  a 
ftrongly  faturated  l'olution  of  Sal  Am- 
moniac in  vinegar  and  fpirit  of  wine* 

ft  Sal  Ammon,  in  pulv.  trit.  % i. 

Acet. — Sp‘  Vin.  reft.  fmg.  % iv. 

Mifce . 

Ihould  be  applied:  a quantity  of  linen 
cloth  well  moiftened  in  the  liquor  was 
folded  round  the  fcrotum,  which  was  fup- 
ported  by  a common  fufpenfory  bag,  and 
the  folution  was  ordered  to  be  repeated 
three  times  a day.  Thus  he  proceeded  for 
a week,  when  I faw  him  again  with  his^ 
furgeon,  and  found  the  tumor  fofter  and 
without  pain.  After  the  fecond  week 
that  the  Sal  Ammoniac  had  been  applied, 
we  met  the  third  time.  The  tumor  was 
then  vifibly  diminilhed.  At  our  fourth 
meeting,  three  weeks  from  the  firfl  ufing 
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of  the  folution,  there  was  but  little  fluid 
remaining  in  the  cyft,  and  the  teflicle  was 
diftindtly  perceived  in  its  proper  place.  I 
recommended  a perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of 
the  folution,  for  a fhort  time  after  the 
tumor  fhould  be  perfectly  reduced,  and 
took  my  leave.  In  the  courfe  of  a few 
weeks  my  curioflty  led  me  to  enquire 
after  our  patient,  and  I faw  that  the  Hy- 
drocele had  totally  difappeared.  I viflted 
the  gentleman  once  more  about  fix  months 
afterwards,  and  he  continued  free  from 
any  remains  of  his  complaint : he  walked, 
rode  in  a carriage,  and  lived  as  ufual ; 
he  was  only  reftrained  from  riding  on 
horfeback. 


Case 


I 


W-  fl 
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Case  II. 

THE  following  cafe  was  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Mr.  Goodwin. 

A middle-aged  gentleman  had  com- 
plained of  a tumor  in  his  fcrotum,  for 
fomewhat  more  than  four  months,  during 
which  time  he  had  made  it  known  to 
two  or  three  furgeons,  all  of  whom  con- 
curred in  opinion  that  it  was  the  Hydro- 
cele. He  applied  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  De- 
cember 26,  1784,  who  pundtured  it,  and 
difcharged  about  a pint  of  water.  The 
opinion  he  entertained  of  the  Sal  Ammo- 
niac, from  having  been  witnefs  to  its  ef- 
fects in  the  former  cafe,  influenced  him 
in  the  prefent  inftance ; and  the  day  after 
the  evacuation  of  the  cyfl:  by  pundture, 
fome  adhefive  plainer  being  applied  to  the 

orifice. 
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orifice,  he  began  upon  the  folution,  and 

repeated  it  three  times  a day.  The  pa- 

tient-perfevered  in  its  ufe  one  month,  and 
the  cyfi:  has  never  fince  filled. 

•L  * ..  * ....  f> 

Case  III. 

vi.n  1 

ON  the  16th  of  June  1785,  a trades- 
man of  Hampftead  came  to  me,  by  the 
defire  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  to  fihew  me  a tu- 
mor in  his  fcrotum.  He  was  about  30 
years  of  age,  and  in  other  refpe&s  healthy. 
I found  a confiderable  quantity  of  water 
contained  within  the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis* 
which  he  informed  me  had  been  for  fe- 
veral  months  advancing  to  its  prefent  fize; 
I referred  him  to  Mr,  Goodwin,  figni- 
fying  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the 
tumor,  and  recommending  the  folution  of 
Sal  Ammoniac.  * I was  afterwards  in- 
formed by  Mr;  Goodwin,  that  he  punc- 
tured 


tured  the  cyft  and  difcharged  twelve  ounces 
of  water;  and  as  foon  as  the  orifice  was 
clofed,  as  in  the  former  cafe,  he  applied 
the  folution,  and  continued  its  ufe  three, 
times  a day  for  the  fpace  of  one  month  y 
after  which  time,  no  remains  of  the  Hy- 
drocele appearing,  it  was  difcontinued,  and* 
the  water  has  not  again  collected.  He 
did  not  lofe  a day’s  work,  and  lived  with- 
out the  leaft  reftraint. 

The  evacuation  of  the  water  by  punc- 
ture, in  thefe  two  cafes  immediately  prior 
to  the  application,  affords,  in  my  opinion, 
as  certain  and  unequivocal,  if  not  a ftronger 
proof  of  power  in  the  folution,  than  if 
the  cyft  had  been  full  at  the  time  of  its 
being  applied ; fince  the  adhefion  in  thefe 
infiances,  took  place,  after  a fudderi  de- 
pletion, as  effectually,  as  after  a gradual 
diminution  of  the  cyft. 


Case 


Case  IV. 

IN  this  cafe  of  an  elderly  Gentleman 
recommended  to  my  care  by  an  eminent 

i 

Phyfician,  leaving  town,  an  irritation  of 
the  fkin  was  brought  on,  and  the  folution 
was  therefore  difcontinued.  The  Gen- 
tleman under  whofe  care  the  patient  was 
before,  on  his  return  advifing  a different 
mode  of  treatment,  and  refuming  the  Sal 
Ammoniac,  effeded  a complete  cure  in  a 
few  weeks. 

From  an  attentive  confideration  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  preceding  cafes  of  the 
Hydrocele,  the  following  general  conclu- 
lions  remain  to  be  deduced : 

ill.  That  to  excite  the  abforbents  to 
perform  their  office,  and  to  procure  an 
adhefion  of  the  coats  of  the  cyft  to  each 

other. 
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other,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  water  from  again 
collecting,  is  the  neceflary  defideratum  in 
this  diforder. 

2d,  That  Sal  Ammoniac  appears  to 
have  fuch  property  to  a great  degree,  and 
to  have  been  the  principal  caufe  of  abforp- 
tion  in  the  foregoing  cafes. 

3d,  That  no  ill  effeCt  whatever  has  hi- 
therto arifen  from  the  ufe  of  the  Sal 
Ammoniac. 

Should  it  be  afked  why  or  in  what 
manner  the  external  application  of  Sal 
Ammoniac  induces  that  particular  difpo- 
fition  internally,  which  firft  promotes  the 
abforption  of  a fluid,  and  afterwards  pro- 
duces a perfect  cohefion  of  the  coats  of  a 
cyft  to  each  other,  I fhould  fay  that  it 
aCted  by  refolving  and  flimulating,  without 
inflaming  to  that  degree  in  the  firft  in- 
• itance  which  might  hazard  fuppuration  j 

C but 
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but  our  ignorance  of  the  operations  of 
nature  is  no  argument  againft  the  fa Ct : 
the  caufe  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
difcovery,  yet  the  effect  hill  remains  un- 
queftionable* 

Sufficient  experience  has  not  yet  been 
had  of  the  above  method  of  treatment,  to 
know  that  this  property  is  confined  to  Sal 
Ammoniac  : other  difcutients,  as  we  ffiall 
have  occafion  to  obferve  hereafter,  may 
have  contributed  their  affiftance  in  repel- 
ling tumors  of  this  kind  j and  upon  my 
mentioning  thefe  cafes  to  a furgeon  of 
eminence  in  this  town,  he  informed  me 
that  he  once  cured  a Hydrocele,  by  fuf- 
pending  the  fcrotum  in  a bag  of  fait. 

The  difperfion  of  the  fluid  in  the 
Hydrocele  I have  found,  fince  I have 
made  life  of  the  Sal  Ammoniac  as  a dif- 
cutient,  is  not  altogether  a new  idea,* 
■*  having 
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having  been  recommended  by  iEtius*  a 
Greek  writer,  and  by  fome  moderns. 
Wifeman'f  tells  us,  that  when  the  fwel- 
lings  are  fmall,  they  may  haply  yieM  to 
difcutients,  and  then  gives  a few  cafes 
wherein  that  method  fucceeded ; and  we 
frequently  fee  that  colle&ions  of  water  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis  teftis  difappear  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  accidental  caufe,  as  a 
blow,  the  gout,  fever,  &c.  and  return  no 
more. 

* Vide  JEt  tom.  iv.  Serm.  ii.  cap.  22.  Lat.  verf. 
Sunt  etiam  medicamenta,  quae  citra  uftionem  ac  ero- 
fionem  humoris  difcuflionem  promittunt.  After  va- 
rious prefcriptions  to  that  ejfeR , he  adds Foliorum 
hyofciami  viridium,  colophoniae,  cerae,  adipis  porcini, 
fing.  fexuncem,  ad  folia  trita  affundito  liquefa6h,  ac 
utitor.  Hoc  ego  ad  Hernias  aquofas  ufus  fum,  et  pri- 
mum  tumorem  emollivit,  et  valde  compefcuit,  ac  poft 
paucos  dies,  exudantibus  tefticulis,  plurimam  aquam 
* extraxit. 

f See  Wifeman,  b.  i.  ch.  23. 

C 2 
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Douglas*  relates  that  Veflingius  faw  a 
perfon  fixty  years  old  cured  of  an  Hydro- 
cele by  a cautery  applied  to  the  groin, 
where  the  fpermatic  cord  pafles. 


Case  V. 

THOMAS  Burton  of  the  ifl  regi- 
ment of  Guards,  aged  19,  was  admitted 
into  the  regimental  hofpital  December  14, 
1787,  having  a tumor  in  the  fcrotum,  the 
effeCl  of  an  injury  in  taking  a violent  leap 
a fhort  time  before.  Some  inflammation 
attending  it,  he  was  bled,  and  took  fome 
opening  mixture,  but  the  tumor  increafing, 
and  the  inflammation  having  fublided,  the 
part  was  examined,  and  a fluctuation  was 
perceived,  with  a tranfparency  in  the  tu- 
mor. Concluding  it  to  be  the  Hydrocele, 

* Treatifeon  Hydrocele,  p.  101,  note. 

and 
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and  eflimating  it  to  contain  about  fix 
ounces  of  water,  I directed  the  folution  of 
Sal  Ammoniac  to  be  applied  as  it  had  been 
in  the  preceding  cafes,  which  in  about 
five  days  produced  fome  change  in  the  tu- 
mor, the  fwelling  being  rather  diminifhed, 
and  much  fofter : about  the  ioth  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1788,  the  folution  having  been  then 
applied  fixteen  days,  and  the  fluid  being 
abforbed  to  the  amount  of  half  the  quan- 
tity, but  attended  now  and  then  with  a 
flight  irritation  of  the  fkin,  he  was  feized 
with  feverifh  fymptoms,  as  many  others 
in  the  hofpital  were  about  the  fame  time : 
the  folution  was  therefore  intermitted,  a 
Warm  fomentation  applied  with  a cata- 
plafm  to  the  part,  and  after  bleeding  and 
fome  opening  mediciues,  a few  grains  of 
James’s  powder  were  given  at  bed-time, 

with  fome  nitre  in  the  day.  On  the  16th, 

/ . 

the  tumor  being  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate, 
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he  returned  to  the  ufe  of  the  folution,  and 
by  the  20th  the  tumor  was  once  more 
leffened.  On  the  29th  there  appeared 
very  little  change,  but  the  tumor  was  cer- 
tainly not  inereafed.  An  application  by  way 
of  trial  was  then  propofed  of  warm  va-  • 
pour  to  the  part  from  a kettle,  to  which  a 
tube  of  five  feet  in  length  was  adapted, 
with  an  aperture  and  receiver  in  the  mid- 
dle to  contain  the  condenfed  water  *;  by 
which  contrivance  the  vapour  ifiiiing  from 
the  extremity  moderately  warm,  and  un- 
mixed with  hot  water,  effe&ually  fur- 
rounded  the  whole,  and  was  continued  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  minutes : it  was  re- 
peated the  two  following  days ; but  on 
account  of  the  vifible  increafe  of  the  tu- 
mor, which  was  one-third  larger,  was  then 

+ This  mode  of  applying  vapour  \Vas  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Dr,  Pearfon,  Phyfician  to  St.  George's 
H ofpital, 


totally 


was  now 
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totally  relinquished.  Recourfe 
had  to  Sal  Ammoniac  in  another  form, 
by  placing  the  fcrotum  in  a bag  with  the 
powder  of  the  fait  fprinkled  over  the 
fcrotum  and  on  the  cloth.  The  day  after 
its  being  applied  in  this  manner,  the  pa- 
tient complained  of  an  irritation  in  the 
Skin  : he  was  therefore  directed  to  take 
the  following  prefcription  ; Sumat  mjxt. 
laxat.  donee,  &c.  & pil.  cum  op.  gr.  i. 
h.  s. — On  the  4th  day,  on  account  of  this 
Stimulating  quality  in  the  fait,  the  powder 
was  changed  for  faturnine  water,  which 
wholly  allayed  the  irritation  : but  during 
thefe  latter  applications,  though  the  tu- 
mor did  not  increafe,  it  was  not  obferved 
to  lelfen.  On  the  8 th  an  emetic  was 
directed,  and  aether  ordered  to  be  applied 
to  the  part  once,  and  afterwards  twice  a 
day,  with  the  powder  of  Sal  Ammoniac 
in  lefs  quantity  than  before,  rubbed  only 

C 4 on 
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on  the  cloth  which  was  folded  round  the 
fcrotum.  With  thefe  applications  the 
tumor  continued  to  decreafe  to  the  12th, 
when  it  had  nearly  difappeared.  On  the 
1 8th  a very  fmall  quantity  of  fluid  fhill 
remaining  within  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and 
the  ikin  of  the  fcrotum  hanging  very  loofe, 
the  application  of  the  Sal  Ammoniac  on 
the  cloth  was  changed  for  the  former  fo- 
lution  of  the  fait  in  vinegar  and  fpirit  of 
wine,  the  aether  being  ftill  continued : 
but  this  not  fufflciently  contracting  the 
fcrotum,  cloths  dipped  in  a mixture  of 
fpl  vin.  reCt.  Sal  Am.  and  fp'  vitriol,  were 
ufed,  which  completed  the  abforption  of 
the  remaining  water. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  lafl:  fortnight  two 
more  emetics  were  given,  and  during  the 
middle  and  latter  part  of  the  cure  a hori- 
zontal pofture  was  recommended. 

The  reader  will  obferve  that  this  cafe 

has 
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has  been  more  obftinate  than  many  of 
the  preceding,  and,  owing  to  other  caufes 
not  immediately  connected  with  the  feat 
of  this  diforder,  has  refilled  the  ufual  ap- 
plications for  a longer  time.  It  will  be 
admitted  that  the  effedt  cannot  be  appro- 
priated folely  to  the  Sal  Ammoniac,  that 
iEther  may  be  allowed  fome  lhare  in  the 
difperfion,  and  that  other  applications, 
together  with  the  emetics,  might  have 
contributed  their  affifliance.  In  fadt  it 
may  be  difficult  to  afcertain  to  what  parti- 
cular remedy  the  final  difappearance  of  the 
tumor  in  this  cafe  is  to  be  afcribed.  As 
the  diforder  was  complicated  with  the 
peculiar  kind  of  fever  which  was  then 
prevalent  in  the  hofpital,  and  two  diftindt 
difeafes  were  to  be  combated  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fymptoms  were  more  irregular, 
and  the  cure  was  neceffarily  influenced  by 
the  circumftances  which  were  continually 

varying. 
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varying.  This  fad;  however  receives  con- 
firmation by  the  event,  and  may  almoft  be 
pronounced  as  a general  conclufion,  that 
warm  vapour  and  relaxing  applications 
only  add  to  the  mifchief,  and  that  the  cold 
repelling  fyflem  procures  the  abforption 
mod:  effectually. 

It  appears  by  the  foregoing  cafes  that 
the  difcutient  plan  fucceeded  as  well  with 
the  old  and  middle-aged,  as  with  the 
young;  with  thofe  Hydroceles,  which  had 
been  previoufly  punCtured,  as  with  fu.ch 
whofe  contents  had  never  been  evacuated. 
But  it  cannot  be  expe&ed  of  this  or  of  any 
other  remedy,  that  it  fhall  fucceed  in  all 
cafes,  and  under  all  circumftances.  Here 
was  a regular  and  uninterrupted  feries  of 
fuccefs  in  five  cafes,  each  differing  in  fome 
particular  from  the  other,  which  joined 
to  a cafe  not  yet  related,  but  referved  on 
T account 
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account  of  its  complication  with  other 
diforders  of  the  Scrotum,  for  a feparate  de- 
fcription  by  itfelf,  might  be  almoft  deemed 
conclufive  in  favour  of  the  remedy ; yet  I 
am  aware  that  there  will  happen  many  in- 
stances, which  it  is  not  in  its  power  to  re- 
lieve. Hydroceles  accompanied  with  dif- 
eafed  tefticles,  colle&ions  of  matter,  or  of 
blood,  hydatids,  though  not  very  common 
occurrences,  or  an  extremely  diieafed  and 
thickened  fate  of  the  cySt  itfelf,  may  prove 
obftacles  to  its  fuccefs,  which  Shall  per- 
haps be  infurmountable.  But  as  mod:  of 
thefe  are  distinguishable  by  every  expe- 
rienced furgeon,  and  as  the  difcharge  of 
the  fluid  by  puncture,  antecedent  to  the 
application  of  this  medicine,  will  at  all 
times  afcertain  the  nature  of  the  contents, 
and  moft  commonly  the  condition  of  the 
parts,  any  objection  to  its  ufe,  from  its  not 

being 
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being  applicable  to  all  cafes,  is  not,  it  is 
prefumed,  of  any  great  validity, 

C A S E VI. 

Tbe  Hydrocele , complicated  with  the  Hernia 
Jnguinalis , or  Bubonocele , and  the  Hernia 
Veficce  JJrinarire , illujl rated  by  a plate 
taken  from  the  parts  upon  diffeBion. 

A LT  HOUGH,  in  flridt  propriety  of 
language,  a Hernia  of  the  Urinary  Bladder 
bears  no  relation  to  the  defign  and  ten- 
dency of  thefe  hiftories;  yet,  as  it  is  a com- 
plaint of  no  very  common  occurrence,  and 
as  it  was  accompanied  by  a Hydrocele,  I 
cannot  omit  giving  a circumftantial  ac- 
count of  this  cafe.  It  may  not  be  impro- 
per alfo  to  prefix  fome  account  of  fuch 
cafes  of  this  fort,  as  have  been  feen  and 
noticed  by  preceding  writers  5 were  it  only 

by 
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by  way  of  caution  to  guard  others  againft 
thole  miftakes,  which  have  already  been 
committed,  even  by  able  and  experienced 
furgeons,  in  the  difcovery  and  ’treatment 
of  the  Hernia  of  the  Urinary  Bladder. 

It  does  not  appear  by  their  writings 
that  the  ancients  had  obferved  this  fpecies 
of  Hernia.  It  is  faid  by  T.  Bartholin, 
that  Jo.  Dom.  Sala  faw  a Hernia  velics 
urinariae  in  1520  and  he  only  difcovered 
it  upon  examining  the  parts  after  death, 
notwithftanding  that  he  had  before  palled 
a found  into  the  bladder  in  fearch  of  a 
Hone. 

Sennertus,  who  wrote  nearly  a century 
afterwards,  relates  that  Platerus,  a phyli- 

cian  of  Bale,  who  lived  in  1550,  had  feen 

% 

a filherman  with  a Hernia  of  the  bladder 
in  the  fcrotum,  which  a furgeon,  not 
knowing  the  nature  of  the  tumor,  had 
opened ; that  the  urine  immediately  ilTued 

from 
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from  the  wound,  and  that,  in  confequence 
of  this  miftake,  he  became  fubjedt  to  a fif- 
tula,  which  remained  through  life  3 for  by 
this  paffage  the  urine  ever  afterwards  came 
from  him. 

Stilpert  Vanderwiel  mentions  two  cafes 
that  were  miftaken  in  the  fame  manner. 

Ruifch  fays  that  he  has  feen  two  in- 
ftances  of  this  rupture,  one  of  which  was 
found,  after  death,  to  have  been  attended 
by  a bubonocele,  with  the  intefline  flran- 
gulated  and  mortified. 

Mery,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century 

obferved  three  cafes.  He  confidered  them 

\ 

as  malformations,  not  as  delcents  of  the 
bladder. 

Petit  had.  foon  after  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  one  inflance  of  it : he  contro- 
verts Mery’s  opinion  that  it  was  a mal- 
formation, and  proves  it  to  be  a defcent. 
Yerdier  has  given  ten  cafes  that  hap- 
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pened  to  fall  within  his  own  obfervation, 
or  that  of  his  friends  and  cotemporaries. 
The  firft  and  fecond  were  Hernias  of  the 
bladder,  which  lay  under  an  inteftinal  her- 
nial fac,  and  upon  the  fpermatic  cord, 
but  were  not  difcovered  till  after  death. 

The  third  was  a cafe  of  Hernia  of  the 
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bladder  lying  behind  an  inteftinal  Hernia 
in  a ftate  of  ftrangulation.  The  patient 
died  of  the  ftrangulated  inteftine,  and  in 
the  bladder,  after  death,  were  found  five 
{tones.  The  fourth  was  by  a country 
furgeon  taken  for  an  abfcefs  and  opened, 
but  fortunately  the  wound  healed  without 
any  bad  confequence  attending  it.  To  the 
fifth  a caulfic  was  applied,  as  for  a vene- 
real bubo,  and  a {tone  made  its  way  out 
by  the  aperture  of  the  efchar.  The  fixth 
cafe  was  attended  with  the  charadteriftic 
fign  of  a Hernia  of  the  bladder,  the  tumor 
retreating  in  confequence  of  compreflion,— 


an 
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an  inclination  to  make  water  fucceeding, 
and  the  urine  flowing  at  the  fame  time 
through  the  urethra ; — pain  in  the  loins, 
— vomiting,  and  hiccough,  with  a retention 
of  urine,  fupervened,  and  the  patient  foon 
died  of  an  inflammation  of  the  parts..  In 
that  portion  of  the  bladder  which  had 
palled  into  the  fcrotum,  a Tone  was  found 
after  death.  The  other  four  cafes  were 
known  by  their  fymptoms  to  be  Hernke 
of  the  bladder. 

To  the  authors  who  have  obferved  and 
recorded  thefe  cafes,  may  be  added  the 
names  of  fuch  other  writers  as  have  tak- 
en notice  (occafionally  or  incidentally)  of 
this  complaint,  Benevoli,  Bonetus,  Jo. 
Salzman,  Pcyerus,  Baflius,  Burgravius, 
Kockius,  Valcarenghus,  and  feveral  French 
furgeons  within  the  laft  fifty  years.  Dr. 
Monro,  in  the  Medical  Efi'ays  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  Mr.  Sharpe,  in  his  Critical 

Enquiry, 
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Enquiry,  have  made  mention  of  it;  which, 
together  with  fome  obfervations  of  Mn 
Pott,  who  has  given  two  cafes  that  earns 
under  his  care,  and  very  candidly  acknow- 
ledges a miftake  in  one  of  them,  confti- 
tute  the  mod  material  part  of  the  lift  of 
writers,  who  have  feen  and  deferibed  the 
Hernia  of  the  Urinary  Bladder,  through 
the  opening  of  the  abdominal  mufcles. 

This  fmall  number,  compared  with  the 
long  catalogue  of  writers,  who  have  treat- 
ed of  Hernias,  yet  have  never  mentioned 
this  particular  fpecies  of  that  diforder,  af- 
fords room  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  not  a very 
common  complaint;  but  the  frequent  mif~ 
takes  related  above  amount  at  leaft  to  a 
prefumptive  proof,  that  it  occurs  much 
oftener  than  it  is  obferved. 

From  the  almoft  unavoidable  errors 

which  the  moft  cautious  of  the  Profeffion 

have  been  apt  to  fall  into  in  fome  of  the 
* • < 
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preceding  cafes,  one  is  led  to  conclude  that 
the  examination  of  ruptures  requires  the 
greateft  judgment,  and  moft  accurate  at- 
tention that  a fitrgeon  is  capable  of  giv- 
ing ; and  alfo  that  the  bladder  will  fome- 

it 

times  bear  very  violent  and  rough  treat- 
ment, without  fuftaining  much  injury,  or 
.inducing  any  mifehievous  or  alarming  con- 
fequences : yet  the  too  frequently  fatal 
termination  of  the  operation  of  lithotomy 
fully  proves,  that  it  is  not  always  to  be 
depended  on  for  a difpofition  to  heal  fo 
readily. 

For  a more  full  and  accurate  account  of 
this  kind  of  Hernia,  its  nature,  formation, 
caufes,  and  diagnoftic  fymptoms,  together 
with  the  means  ufed  for  its  relief,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  Memoir  of  the 
Academy  of  Surgery  written  by  Mr.  Ver- 
dier,  Mr.  Sharpe’s  Critical  Enquiry,  and 
Mr*  Pott’s  Treatife  on  Ruptures. 

* ^ j. ; 
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Iii  the  cafe  which  I am  now  to  relate, 
the  fvmptoms  bore  no  diftinguiihing  mark 
of  a Hernia  veficce  urinarise.  The  func- 
tions  of  the  bladder  were  not  difturbed, 
there  was  neither  irritation, — frequent  in- 
clination, nor  retention  of  urine,  nor  was 
the  patient  fenfible  of  more  than  a common 
rupture  j and  he  wore  for  many  years  an 
elaftic  flee!  trufs  without  feeling  any  in- 
convenience. . '> 

% 

An  elderly  gentleman  had  laboured 
eight  years  under  an  inguinal  rupture,  to 
fupport  which  he  had,  as  I have  faid,  con- 
llantly  worn  a trufs.  He  applied  to  a 

furgeon  in  this  town  about  two  years 

/ 

lince  for  his  advice,  on  account  of  a 
fwelling  that  had  recently  made  its  ap- 
pearance below  the  rupture.  It  being 
concluded  to  be  an  Hydrocele,  about  16 
ounces  of  water  were  difcharged  by  a 
trocar.  Ten  weeks  afterwards  it  had 
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filled  again  he  then  applied  to  me ; and 
in  relating  his  cafe,  he  could  not  recoiled 
any  drain,  blow,  or  probable  caufc  of  this 
dilorden  The  rupture,  he  faid,  gave  him 
no  uneaiinefs  3 the  water  in  the  tedicle,  as 
he  expreffed  it,  was  his  only  fource  of  in- 
convenience, and  was  extremely  diftreffing 
to  him  : he  wifhed  to  be  rid  of  it  altoge- 
ther, and  would  willingly  have  fubmitted 
to  any  operation  for  that  purpofe.  Upon 
examination  of  the  fcrotum  in  a recum- 
bent podure,  the  Hernia  intedinalis  was 
eafily  felt  and  reduced,  and  the  Hydrocele 
didindly  perceived ; but  nothing  further 
was  obfervable  ; no  fymptom  led  to  other 
enquiries,  and  of  courfe  no  fufpicion  arofe 
of  a Hernia  veficae  urinaris.  In  confi- 
deration  of  his  age,  as  well  as  of  the  Her- 
nia of  the  intedine,  I felt  no  propenfity 
towards  an  operation  for  the  cure  of  the 
Hydrocele,  and,  if  left  to  my  own  dil'cre- 

s tion. 
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tion,  I fhould  prefer,  I told  him,  an  exter- 
nal application,  which  in  fimilar  cafes  I 
had  known  to  fucceed,  after  the  ufe  of 
which  the  water  had  returned  no  more. 
He  accordingly  applied  the  folution  of 
the  Sal  Ammoniac,  in  the  way  in  which 
it  had  been  applied  by  others,  and  went 
into  the  country.  From  time  to  time  I 
heard  from  him,  informing  me,  after  the 
firft  fortnight,  that  the  fwelling  was  con- 
fiderably  abated,  and  requeuing  a further 
fupply  of  the  fame  medicine  : at  the  expi- 
ration of  a month,  the  tumor  was  fubfided, 
and  he  then  felt  the  tefticle  as  diftin&ly  as 
he  had  ever  done.  In  eight  months  nearly 
after  the  laft  account  he  returned  to  town, 
and  with  great  fatisfadtion  acquainted  me, 
that  he  was  effectually  cured,  had  neither 
buffered  pain  nor  confinement,  and  was  at 
that  time  in  perfedt  health.  From  that 
period,  I heard  no  more  of  him,  till  I was 
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informed  of  his  death,  which  was  more 
than  a year  after  his  cure  of  the  Hydro- 
cele, and  was  defired  to  open  his  body. 
He  had  no  complaint,  during  his  lad  ill- 
•nefs,  that  had  the  mod;  remote  connection 
with  his  former  diforder,  nor  did  any  one, 
except  myfelf,  fufpeCt  that  the  part  ought 
to  be  examined.  I underftood  that  he 
parne  to  town  with  his  legs  anafarcous, 
and  that  when  that  complaint  left  him> 
he  wras  feized  with  a diforder  in  his  bow- 
els, of  which  he  died ; that  he  had  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  Sir  William 

i t • i :• 

Fordyce  and  that  Sir  George  Baker 
had  feen  him  the  morning  on  which  he 
expired. 

The  body  was  examined,  in  the  pre- 
fence of  my  affiffant  Mr.  Burnet,  and 
feveral  other  gentlemen,  in  the  following 
manner. 
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Upon  removing  the  common  integu- 
ments from  above  the  ring  or  opening  of 
the  abdominal  mufcles,  on  the  right  fide, 
to  the  moft  depending  part  of  the  fcro- 
turn,  I difcovered,  as  I expected,  a large 
membranous  fac  extending  from  the  ring 
to  the  tefticle  : the  tefticle  was  of  its  na- 
tural fize,  and  found,  and  the  tunica  va- 
ginalis was  found  clofely  adhering  on 
every  fide  to  the  tunica  albuginea,  nothing 
like  a •vaginal  coat  appearing:  upon  mak- 
ing an  incifion  therein  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  long,  and  diffeCting  the 
tunica  vaginalis  from  the  tunica  albu^ 
ginea,  it  appeared  that  they  were  con- 
nected by  a very  delicate  cellular  mem- 
brane, not  unlike  the  adhefions  which  we 
often  fee  between  the  lungs  and  pleura,., 
and  likewife  between  the  peritoneum,  and 
different  vifcera  of  the  abdomen.  The 
whole  length  of  the  hernial  fac  was  then 
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laid  open  from  below  upwards  to  the 
ring : nothing  appeared  contained  within 
it ; but  all  round  it,  and  particularly  at  its 
pofterior  part,  there  was  a very  large  mafs 
of  fat  lying  in  folds.  The  internal  cover- 
ing was  peritonaeum,  and  had  a commu- 
nication with  the  abdomen  by  an  aperture 
that  would  readily  admit  two  fingers  or 
more  ; the  external  was  made  up  of  fibres 
of  the  cremafter  mufcle,  fat  and  cellular 
membrane.  Its  greateft  diameter  was 
nearly  three  inches  from  fide  to  fide ; the 
length  from  the  ring  to  the  lowefk  part 
about  five.  Immediately  under  the  pof- 
terior furface  of  the  hernial  fac,  perceiving 
a kind  of  fluctuation,  like  a half  difiended 
bag,  I made  an  incifion  through  a mem- 
brane thicker  and  ftronger  than  the  ex- 
ternal covering  of  the  hernial  fac,  and 
difcharged  about  fix  ounces  of  urine.  I 
proceeded  upwards,  and  found  it  con- 
tracted 
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traded  at  the  ring,  dilating  itfelf  again 
in  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  and  forming 
a kind  of  double  bag,  divided  by  the  ring, 
the  largeft  portion  of  which  was  in  the 
fcrotum  : it  did  not  defcend  quite  fo  low 
in  the  fcrotum  as  the  hernial  fac  did, 
which  lay  before  it,  adhering  firmly  to  the 
hernial  fac  and  ring.  The  fpermatic  vef- 
fels  lay  on  the  exterior  fide  of  both  the 
bladder  and  hernial  fac : the  proftate  gland 
was  drawn  upwards  within  the  pelvis. 
The  other  abdominal  and  thoracic  vif- 
cera  were  in  a natural  flate ; and  except 
a gangrenous  appearance  in  the  duodenum, 
immediately  below  the  pylorus,  were  all 

found. 

> • 

The  plate  taken  from  the  parts,  when 
differed  from  all  the  furrounding  integu- 
ments, with  the  references,  will  more  fully 
and  diflindtly  explain  this  complicated 
difeafe. 


An 


4n  Explanation  of  the  Letters  of  Reference , exhibiting  at  one  viaiv  the  P reflate  Gland,  Bladder,  Hernh 
Sac,  Tejiicle , Tunica  Vaginalis,  and  Spermatic  Proa , dijjeffied  from  the  SubjeEL 
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From  the  foregoing  diffe&ion  it  appears* 
that  the  bladder  had  been  long  down  in 

the  fcrotum,  becaufe  it  adhered  firmly  to 

« . \ ' 

the  hernial  fac  and  neighbouring  parts ^ 
confequently  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  could 
have  fucceeded.  ^ j 

From  the  great  abundance  of  fat  .all 
round  the  bladder,  it  might  be  concluded 
that  the  fat  had  facilitated  the  defcent  of 
the  bladder  j but  whether  the  inteftine 
firffc  fell  down  into  the  fcrotum  and  drew 
the  bladder  after  it,  or  whether  the  blad- 
der was  the  caufe  of  the  defcent  of  the 
intefline,  is  difficult  to  determine  : from 
the  union  that  fubfifled  between  all  the 
parts,  it  is  mod  probable  that  they  were 
forced  down  together. 

In  regard  to  the  date  in  which  the  tef- 
ticle  and  its  coats  were  found,  it  is  not 
unworthy  of  obfervation,  that  ,the  adhe- 
fion  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  to  the  tunica 

albuginea 
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albuginea  had  taken  place  generally  and 
firmly,  without  the  tefticle  being  in  any 
degree  injured,  or  the  tunica  vaginalis  pras- 
ternaturally  thickened ; and  confequently  it 
is  not  improbable,  that  in  thofe  Hydro- 
celes, which  are  cured  by  external  means, 
the  abforption  of  the  fluid  is  in  like  man- 
ner frequently  followed  by  a total  oblite^ 
ration  of  the  cyfl:  itfelf. 


ALTHOUGH 

* ‘ A 


,,  • 
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ALTHOUGH  it  was  my  principal  ob- 
ject and  defign,  in  the. publication  of  thefe 
papers,  to  give  a full  and  candid  account  of 
whatever  experience  I have  had  in  the 
treatment  of  the  Hydrocele,  yet  I flatter 
myfelf  it  has  not  been  difagreeable  to  the 
reader  to  meet  with  fo  uncommon  a cafe  as 
a Hernia  of  the  Urinary  Bladder.  I have 
therefore  related  this  cafe  the  more  cir- 
cumftantially,  to  make  it  perfectly  intel- 
ligible, as  well  as  more  generally  ufeful.  I 
might  now  be  allowed  to  take  my  leave,  of 
this  fubjedt ; but  in  an  eflay  like  this, 
which  comprifes  feveral  different  kinds  of 
tumors  of  the  fcrotum,  the  author  con- 
ceives it  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent 

to 
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to  the  intention  of  thefe  papers,  which  is 
to  recommend  a cold  difcutient  treatment, 
if  he  fubjoins  the  hiflories  of  two  cafes  of 
Hernia  incarcerata,  that  were  reduced  folely 
by  the  application  of  ice. 

The  nature  of  this  difeafe  is  fo  well  un- 
derflood, that  it  would  be  trefpafling  too 
*nuch  upon  the  reader’s  patience  to  infill 
on  it.  It  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
When  the  obvious  means  of  reducing,  by 
manual  alMance,  the  prolapfed  and  flran- 
gulated  contents  of  the  abdomen,  fail  of 
their  efredl,  the  inflammation,  which  at- 
tends a complete  ftrangulation  of  inteftine, 
is  frequently  fo  very  hidden,  as  fcarcely  to 
allow  time  for  the  common  remedies,  but 
in  defiance  of  every  expedient  for  its  re- 
lief, we  are  too  often  furprized  by  the  ra- 
pidity of  its  progrefs  to  mortification  and 
death.  In  aid  of  other  modes  of  reduction, 

recourfe 


f 47  J 

fecourfe  is  had  to  fuch  means,  both  ex- 
ternal anc}  internal,  as  will  mofl  fpeedily 
and  powerfully  allay  inflammation. 

But  whence  does  this  inflammation  and 

I 

fwelling  in  a ftrangulated  Hernia  proceed  ? 
Will  it  be  faid  that  the  tendons  of  the  ab- 
dominal mufcles  occafion  it  by  contra Ction 
upon  the  prolapfed  parts  ? Whatever  be 
the  caufe,  I confefs  I cannot  fubfcribe  to 
this  opinion  j for  the  tendons  are  in  their 
nature  nearly  unelaftick,  and  are  lefs  ca> 
pable  of  contraction,  than  they  are  of  dif- 
tenfion : by  violent  and  continued  llretch^ 
ing  they  are  made  to  give  way  in  fome 
degree,  but  they  are  not  capable  of  reftor- 
ing  their  tone  by  any  power  or  energy 
inherent  in  themfelves*  As  a proof  of 
this,  the  aperture  or  ring,  through  which 
the  fpermatic  veifels  pafs,  is  frequently 
feen  much  larger,  but  never  lefs,  than  is 

requifite 


t 48  ] 

rcquifite  for  that  purpofe;  and  it  is  al- 

•*  I | 

ways  found  enlarged  beyond  its  natural 
fize,  after  the  reduction  of  a ftrangulated 
Hernia,  be  the  cafe  ever  fo  recent. 

But  in  refpedt  to  this  particular  inflam- 
mation which  we  are  now  confldering, 
regard  fhould  alfo  be  had  to  the  contents  of 
the  tumor ; intefldne  moll  commonly  con- 
llitutes  a part  of  it,  more  efpecially  if  the 
fymptoms  are  urgent,  and  air  is  generally 
contained  in  prolapfed  intefiine.  Now  as 
air  is  fubjedt  to  be  dilated  by  heat,  and 
condenfed  by  cold,  fo  will  the  tumor 
which  contains  air  be  enlarged  by  one,  and 
diminished  by  the  other.  Warm  appli- 
cations therefore  I apprehend  to  be  preju- 
dicial, not  only  as  they  conduce  by  their 
heat  to  determine  a greater  quantity  of 
blood  to  the  part,  but  as  they  tend  to  ra- 
refy the  confined  air.  If  warm  applica- 
tions 


t 49  ] 

tions  therefore,  which  rarefy  the  air  in- 
creafe,  cold  which  ferve  to  condenfe  it, 
muft  leften  the  tumor,  and  confequently 
relieve  the  inflammation. 

Celfus  *,  in  his  diagnoftic  of  the  intef- 
tinal  Hernia,  repeatedly  fays,  that  the  pro- 
lapfed  inteftine  is  diminifhed  by  cold,  and 
increafed  by  heat : he  takes  no  notice  of 
this  effedl  upon  the  omental  Hernia ; his 
obfervation  being  intended  as  a mark  of 
diftindtion  between  the  Enterocele  and 
Epiplocele,  allowing  to  the  former  alone 

the  property  of  being  aftedled  by  thofe 

. * 

changes.  After  defcribing  the  practice  of 
the  Greek  furgeons,  (his  book  containing 
a fyftem  of  Greek  furgery,)  he  fays,  “ His 
“ indiciis  cognofcitur;  ubi  inteftinum  pro- 
“ lapfum  eft,  tumor  neque  durus  neque 
“ mollis  eft  ; omni  frigore  minuitur ; non 


* V id.  1.  vii.  c.  14. 

E 


“ folum 
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**  folum  fub  omni  calore,  fed  etiam  retento 
“ fpiritu,  crefcit.  Ubi  vero  omentum  eft, 
“ tumor  mollior,”  6cc. 

Speaking  of  the  Bubonocele  *,  he  ob- 
ferves,  “ Deinde  fi  defeendit  omentum, 
“ nunquam  in  feroto  tumor  tollitur,  non 
“ magnopere  increfcit ; tadu  vero  ine- 
“ qualis  eft,  et  mollis  et  lubricus.  At 
**  fi  Intcjlinum  quoque  defeendit,  tumor 
“ f rigor  e omni  contrabitur , calore  diffun- 
“ ditur.” 

In  confequence  of  what  is  here  faid  by 
Cellus  in  the  treatment  of  the  inteftinal 
Hernia,  that  the  tumor  is  diminifhed  by 
the  application  of  cold,  and  increafed  by 
heat,  fome  advancement  in  pradice  might 
have  been  expeded  j but  from  the  age  of 
Cellus,  above  fixteen  centuries  ago,  no  ad- 
vantage feems  to  have  been  taken  of  what 
was  thus  tranliently  fuggefted,  till  within 
■"*  L.  vii.  g.  1 8. 


a very 


[ 51  1 

a very  few  years  of  the  prel'ent  time. 
Some  Englifh  and  a few  French  fur- 
geons  have  lately  recommended  cold  ap- 
plications to  the  drangulated  Hernia,  and 
Mr.  Pott,  in  the  lad:  edition  of  his  Treatife 
upon  Ruptures,  countenances  the  adoption 
of  the  cold  difcutient  plan  in  the  Hernia 
Incarcerata.  But  that  the  cold  treatment 
lhall  fucceed  in  every  period  of  the  difeafe, 
in  which  a furgeon’s  abidance  may  be 
required,  cannot  reafonably  be  expected. 
Yet  I apprehend  that  it  affords  the  bed 
profpedt  of  preventing  an  operation,  not 
only  by  abiding  the  reduction  of  the  intef- 
tine,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  retards  the  pro- 
grefs  of  inflammation,  and  thereby  allows 
more  time  for  the  trial  of  other  remedies*. 

* Vide  Fabric,  ab  Aquapendente,  L.  i.  c.  26. 
de  Hernia.  Non  temere,  nec  cito  nimis  ad  fe&io- 
nem  veniendum  ; quia  faepe  prater  fpem  Hernia  cu- 

E 2 


ratur. 
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Iii  fupport,  therefore,  of  this  pradice,  and 
from  adual  convidion  of  its  utility,  I 
fhall  proceed  to  relate  the  hiftories  of 
two  cafes  of  ftrangulated  inteftine,  of 
which  ice  alone  completed  the  redudion. 


Case  I. 

A GENTLEMAN  in  the  country 
had  received  a fall  from  his  horfe  a few 
hours  before  I faw  him : at  the  time  of 
his  fall  he  perceived  no  pain,  only  a fen- 
fation,  as  he  faid,  as  If  wind  had  paifed 
from  his  belly  into  his  thigh  : he  mounted 
his  horfe  again,  and  rode  about  a mile 
further,  when  he  felt  great  unealinefs  in 
the  lower  part  of  his  right  groin,  a glow- 
ing heat  in  the  fkin  of  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  fuch  a general  weaknefs  as 
obliged  him  to  difmount,  and  return  home 

in 
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in  a chaife.  I found  a fmall  hard  project- 
ing tumor  immediately  below  the  tendons 
of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  or  Ligamentum 
Fallopianum  : its  apex  refembled  the  end 
of  a goofe-quill ; the  bafis  was  round  and 
hard ; it  appeared  to  recede  a little  on 
bending  the  thigh,  which  was  a much 
eafier  fituation  to  him  than  an  ereCt  pof- 
ture.  From  all  thefe  circumftances  I 
concluded,  that  it  could  be  no  other  than 
a femoral  Hernia,  a portion  of  the  Cascum, 
with  the  Appendicula  Cxci  Vermiformis, 
being  forced  under  Poupart’s  Ligament. 
I attempted  in  vain  to  reduce  it.  Bleeding, 
an  opening  draught,  and  cold  faturnine 
applications  to  the  part,  were  immedi- 
ately ordered ; a paffage  being  obtained, 
he  went  into  a warm  bath  the  follow- 
ing morning.  No  advantage  being  deriv- 
ed from  thefe  repeated  endeavours,  on  the 
third  day,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  attempts 

E 3 to 
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to  reduce  the  inteftine,  a fuppofitory  was 
introduced,  which  brought  away  a Stool, 
and  much  wind : in  a few  minutes  he  per- 
ceived fomething  to  pafs  from  the  tumor 
into  the  abdomen  like  wind.  Upon  exa- 
mination, I found  the  tumor  diminished 
one-third  of  its  length.  From  this  time 
his  pain  and  uneafinefs  upon  Standing  up- 
right were  much  abated  ; but  no  efforts 
could  accomplish  the  reduction  of  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  intefline.  Hence  I 
concluded  that  the  part  of  the  tumor 
which  was  left  unreduced,  was  the  Ap- 
pendicula  Caeci,  fo  entangled  as  not  to 
admit  of  being  reduced  by  force.  Suppo- 
litories  were  repeated,  and  iced  claret  ap- 
plied to  the  part.  The  pain  increafing, 
bleeding  wras  repeated,  and  the  fumes  of 
tobacco  were  thrown  up,  till  hcknefs  and 
cold  fweats  came  on  ; Sal  Ammoniac  dif- 
folyed  in  vinegar  was  alfo  applied;  in 

Short, 
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fliort,  every  remedy,  which  afforded  the 
lead:  profpedt  of  fuccefs,  was  repeatedly 
applied  to  no  purpofe.  The  patient  ex- 
preffed  himfelf,  as  if  he  felt  a fenfation  of 
wind  in  the  part,  and  as  if  fomething 
within  the  abdomen  was  pulling  at  the 
tumor.  The  next  day,  the  4th,  a furgeon 
of  eminence  was  called  in,  who,  after 
receiving  the  patient’s  and  my  informa- 
tion, and  examining  the  part  himfelf,  ac- 
knowledged that  there  was  not  much  left 
for  him  to  propofe  : an  emollient  glyfler  to 
be  thrown  up  forcibly,  and  fome  laxative 
mixture  to  be  taken,  were  all  that  was 
fettled  for  that  day.  The  following  morn- 
ing we  examined  the  part  again,  and  I 
thought  the  tumor  rather  increafed.  A 
warm  fomentation  was  agreed  to  be  ufed, 
and  if  all  this  fhould  not  fucceed,  the  re- 
fult  of  our  joint  opinion  was  to  have 
recourfe  again  to  the  cold  regimen,  and 


my 


t 56  ] 

my  colleague  took  his  leave.  The  next 
morning,  upon  finding  the  tumor  to  re- 
main, and  the  tendernefs  to  increafe,  I 
repeated  the  iced  claret,  and  Sal  Ammo- 
niac with  vinegar ; I then  made  ufe  of 
iced  water,  which  feemed  to  cool  the  part 
more  than  any  other  application : at  length 
I rubbed  the  tumor  gently  with  a piece  of 
folid  ice,  and  afterwards  applied  feveral 
pieces,  one  after  another,  for  the  fpace  of 
twenty  minutes,  when  the  patient  told  me 
that  he  was  cured ; that  he  had  that  infiant 
perceived  wind  to  move  from  the  tumor 
into  his  belly,  exa&ly  fimilar  to  what  he 
felt  at  the  moment  of  his  fall,  and  like- 
wife  a fecond  time,  when  the  tumor  was 
found  lefiened  one-third  after  the  ufe  of 
a fuppofitory. 

Upon  examination,  the  tumor  was  dif- 
perfed,  and  nothing  remained  but  a ftiff- 

nefs 


nefs  in  the  neighbouring  parts  for  a fhort 
time  afterwards. 

Case  II. 

O N the  6th  of  May  laft  I was  defired 
by  the  late  Sir  Richard  Jebb  to  attend  his 
coachman,  who  had  a Hernia  that  could 
not  be  reduced.  I was  informed  by  the 
patient  that  he  had  been  fubjedt  to  a rup- 
ture, and  had  been  accuftomed  to  wear  a 
trufs ; that  on  the  preceding  evening,  in 
getting  from  his  box,  he  felt  it  rufh  down 
with  unufual  violence,  and  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  return  it,  as  he  was  wont  to 
do,  himfelf.  He  had  been  largely  bled ; 
a glyfter  had  been  injedted  with  force, 
which  had  emptied  the  redtum  before  I 
faw  him  ; but  notwithftanding  the  utmofl 
efforts  of  a gentleman  of  the  profefllon, 

the  tumor  remained  of  the  fame  dimen- 
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fions,  very  much  fwelled,  inflamed,  and 
tender.  He  had  vomited  frequently : his 
pulfe  very  quick. 

He  was  bled  again  very  largely,  and, 
after  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  reduce  the 
Hernia,  cloths  dipped  in  iced  water  were 
applied  to  the  part : they  eafed,  but  other- 
wife  made  no  impreflion  upon  the  tumor. 
I again  attempted  to  return  it ; but  find- 
ing no  progrefs  made  towards  a reduction, 
I laid  feveral  large  pieces  of  ice  upon  the 
part,  fuffered  them  to  remain  long  enough 
to  cool  it  throughly,  and  at  length,  after 
near  half  an  hour’s  application  of  the  ice 
alone,  the  intefiine  was  effectually  re- 
duced. 


FULLY  fenfible  of  the  many  imper- 
fections of  the  preceding  cafes  and  obferva- 
tions,  and  aware  of  various  objections  againfl 

every 
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every  pretenfion  to  novelty  in  praftice,  it 
is  with  the  utmofl  diffidence  that  I hazard 
this  firll:  attempt  upon  the  indulgence  of 
the  public.  The  only  merit  to  which  I 
can  afpire,  is  that  of  having  related  the 
cafes  with  fidelity ; and  in  the  obferva- 
tions  I am  not  confcious  that  any  infe- 
rences or  conclufions  have  been  drawn, 
which  the  cafes  will  not  warrant.  The 
nature  of  the  relation,  and  the  neceffity  of 
defcribing  circumftantially  the  procefs  of 
cure  in  each  cafe,  have  introduced  the  au- 
thor  to  his  readers  more  frequently  and 
more  perfonally  than  he  would  have  wifh- 
ed ; but  in  narratives  of  this  kind  fuch 
felf-intrulion,  which  could  not  readily  be 
avoided,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed 
inexcufable.  If  the  fmallnefs  of  the  num- 
ber of  cafes  will  not  eflabliffi  the  pofition 
I had  in  view,  and  a certain  remedy  for 
the  cure  of  thefe  diforders  is  not  to  be  ex- 
4 pe&ed 
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pe&ed  but  in  confequence  of  continued 
experiments,  they  may  at  lead:  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  encourage  others  to  give  this  new 
(or  if  it  may  not  be  allowed  to  call  it  new, 
this  revived)  method  a fair  trial,  and  to 
judge  how  far  it  may  be  applicable  in  like 
circumftances.  Should  their  efforts  be 
equally  fuccefsful,  they  may  have  the  ef- 
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fe£t  to  introduce  a mode  of  practice  more 
fimple  and  more  obvious  than  the  prefent, 
and  lefs  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  our 
patients. 

. \ • 

THE  END. 


